The medial axis branch point in the human mandible.
The medial axis method was applied to radio-cephalometric images of the mandible in 20 adults and 18 children and to panoramic X-ray images of these children, and also directly to 50 halves of dry mandibles. It was found that the location of the posterior branch point coincided almost invariably with the mandibular foramen/lingula. The foramen may be regarded as the posterior limit of the mandibular body, from which the condylar and coronoid processes branch off. The medial axis appears to reflect the developmental and functional anatomy of the human mandible.